us                    ZOROASTRIANISM

Wind, nor sickness comes death-dealing,

Nor the devil-born pollution ;

Nor upon that Mighty Mountain

Are the dark clouds seen ascending.1   (I7/, iono.)

Next to Truth may stand Industry, a virtue which is so
conspicuous in the Gathas that its dethronement in the later
religion would have been very significant. The pre-eminence
of Agriculture as the field of energy is by no means so clear:
social conditions had very largely changed. But Sloth, called
by the expressive name of e Going-to-be' (Busyasta), is a
conspicuous demon ; and the cock which wakes men to work
is a leader in the hosts of the Good Spirit. Of two bedfellows
who hear the cock crowing, the one who gets up first will first
enter Paradise.

Sexual relations are regulated in the Parsi system in a per-
fectly healthy way. Men and women are placed on a level to
an extent unparalleled in any Eastern religion. The depre-
ciatory view of women which inflicts an indelible stain on
Hinduism and Islam has no sort of parallel in the Avesta.
A natural consequence is that vice is condemned all round
with a thoroughness that leaves nothing to be desired. It is
strange that by the side of this we should have the notorious
insistence of the Magi upon the religious value of the next-of-
kin marriage. The horrified Greeks are constantly alluding to
their practice of mating with sister and even mother. The
authoritative essay of E. W. West2 makes the Pahlavi books
deeply tainted with this doctrine. But this is one of several
esoteric doctrines in which the Magi never carried the Zoro-
astrian community with them. Modern Parsi scholars make
strenuous efforts to deny that religious incest was ever incul-
cated even by the Magi, much less by the Avesta. In the last
denial they arc certainly right, in spite of even such an
authority as Bartholomae.3 But this only proves that the

1  The quotations are from E.R.P.P,, pp. 137-40, where some other
extracts from the Yasht are given.

2  See S.B.E.,, vol. xviii, pp. 389-430.

3  See E.Z., pp. 206 f.    I am glad to have my view of Yt. I585 confirmed